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[57] ABSTRACT

A medical records system that creates and maintains all
patient data electronically. The system captures patient data,
such as patient complaints, lab orders, medications,
diagnoses, and procedures, at its source at the time of entry
using a graphical user interface having touch screens. Using
pen-based portable computers with wireless connections to
a computer network, authorized healthcare providers can
access, analyze, update and electronically annotate patient
data even while other providers are using the same patient
record. The system likewise permits instant, sophisticated
analysis of patient data to identify relationships among the
data considered. Moreover, the system includes the capabil-
ity to access reference databases for consultation regarding
allergies, medication interactions and practice guidelines.
The system also includes the capability to incorporate legacy
data, such as paper files and mainframe data, for a patient.
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